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READING 1: Jeremiah 20:7-9  

I grow weary holding it in, I cannot endure it.  

Psalm 63  

My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord, my God.  

READING 2: Romans 12:1-2  

Do not conform yourselves to this age but be transformed by the renewal of your 

mind, that you may discern what is the will of God  

GOSPEL: Matthew 16:21-27  

What profit would there be for one to gain the whole world and forfeit his life?  

 

Everyday some ordinary person does something extraordinary. Everyday, people 

like you and me achieve things no one thought they could. It seems to me that today’s 

readings are about ordinary people achieving spectacular things. In our second reading 

St. Paul insists we allow our minds to be renewed by discerning the will of God. When 

everyone says you can’t possibly do that, it doesn’t mean they are right.  

I don’t know whether you saw it, but the College World Series last spring was very 

interesting. Usually, Goliath plays Goliath. But last spring, number 1 Georgia faced 

Fresno State. Now, Fresno State was ranked 89 th among the nations college baseball 

teams. None of the teams in their division were very good and they happened to win 

their division which is how an 89 th ranked team even got to Omaha. Nobody gave 

them a chance. They described themselves as “a bunch of guys having fun.” If you 

saw it, you know, they won.  

Did you see the US Golf Open? Forty-five year old Rocco Mediate, known mostly for 

having a bad back, now is known as a player who went toe to toe with Tiger Woods 

through the tournament, the 18 holes playoff to the final sudden death play-off hole. 

Now, later we learned that Tiger was playing injured, but Mediate was also playing 

injured with a bad back. No one though a 45 year old with a bad back would even 

come close to beating Tiger on Tiger’s worst day; but he did.  

If it was only a matter of attitude, the French swimmers would have beaten the 



Americans in that Olympic relay.  

St. Francis family and friends thought he was just a rebellious teenager and tried to get 

him to return home but Francis was determined to change the Catholic Church and he 

did. Mother Theresa’s Bishop tried to hold her back because he was afraid she’d be 

crushed on those streets of Calcutta. She persisted and her work goes on. And to bring 

it closer to home, you have no idea how many priests and pastors and parishioners 

advised against starting a Catholic school here, but our Academy is thriving.  

My point is that on any given day, David can beat Goliath. What it takes is courage.  

What challenges are you up against in your life today? Students have demanding 

teachers; parents with over packed schedules have no time for each other; teenager are 

intimidated by false friends and the herd mentality; there are those who suffer 

addictions of all kinds and those who are living with chronic diseases. But ordinary 

people have always done extraordinary things. If we just notice, if we are alert to the 

possibilities, we know we can too.  

Some authors today try to convince people that the early Catholic Church suppressed 

information. But if the Catholic Church wanted to hide anything, the Gospel writers 

would have made themselves look good. Instead, we see countless examples of how 

ordinary they were. Peter is typical. Yet through the centuries ordinary people, with 

plenty of adversity, knowingly or not have discovered the courage God placed in each 

one of us and found the strength to do persevere and even triumph. When it looks like 

there’s no way, the believer can say, “way!” Of course Jesus rocked the world, but 

that is expected, we want to remember so did Jeremiah, so did Paul, so did Peter and 

so can we. And that is good news!  
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