2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
January 20, 2008

READINGI |sgi1 3.5-¢

My, ™ e you y "ight 0 theh gions th I’l ys ,, 510"* ¥ re gh to the ends of the
e gth. *

Psalm 40 X
R.§:nd9 yHere™y §.Lord § &3 e todo youry, i*.

READING 2: Corinthi ps -3
Gr ge to you pa'pe ge fr i3 Gbd our F iher pd the Lord “esus Christ.

GOSPEL: "ohn _29-3
“ohn the B ptist s g R mg toi, wd b pd S 1d Beho d. the ]:'1 of God.
&,hot;es “,, ythe51n0fthe\4,0rd ’

(Paper airplanes made from a piece of typing paper, a page out of a magazine, a
dollar bill)

hich of these p per grp nesy, ou d your ther h\&e‘7 First. t y e & oo, {thd .You
'Hsee th § they ge different sizes nd sh pés,d o see.'et & ¢ y'thd” S‘ee—s?i et y
etter th n others. Ef f offered you. one of the p per grp pes.y, hich oney, od'd you
e”' thin, youy, odd } t } & this qpe. ™ ynotfy g good 8 the others. ut if
yéu noticed th { this one is gﬂo £ it . You , 1id, % h (e

No, /@8 er the do Py s Y e thin, ,‘out the re dings tod w,4 hroughout

R¥ phistory, yipt'i er iors hge eeh cge rgedd KO £ “effersony, rote th {our
n gion is founded on the principe th § ¥ en gecre fedequt. A r i% Lincon
dréy ed of gumted n gion of frey en ndy, ™ “en. Sr. B iz y éth Ann Seton drey ed
of yC tho ic'schoc sysid .M mn Luther (mg r.% hoourn pon cde r ges this

Y, ee, . expressed his dré‘\ th g\ peop e, old e udged on the, gues of their

‘ch f cter not their r ge. A" thése peop e dre\ ed dré"g S pd put the1r j es on the
*ine for their dré‘\ s.

“ohn the B ptist pomted to "esus nd s id. Behe dthe % of Godt, hotyes 4 ¥
the sms of they, ot d.” h "\ q ed in to the nelgh orhood,{ he Ne, 4 esﬂ ent -
proc '} s the good né, s. "esus t ;es center st ge pd\, pous indj, idu } ;S ge



introdyced on'y to interrog ge. respond. or re gt to “esus. Fringe peop e st y on the
frmge Nicodd us. the S% it [1\«,'3 Q. Peter,d hd . M yyM gd | tene C i phg.
Pi fe. pd gscore of others ge ¢, ground to the person of “ésus,4 hey ¥ . 1 € “ohn
point to " esys pdw, hen they pomt to esus th@y ie pomtmg to the future,4, hé good
ne, s is noM ere'y centered on “esps they, ho e gospe is “esus. _hen the fin §

Y, hist e '3, S. ’f;‘SllS\‘«‘, i‘f upst ge § the T% ous. e wtifd. nd po, erfy pe(ppL ey, ho
hgeg er !:ld\tvl & er' i, € in the course of Hﬂ n history. E, ery persony, t* eseen
g responding to “esus. _hen ~ohn points to “esus. it is ttlt pl'c"l 3 ent ec wse the
entire future is the o - ect%% his pointing.

S& e thin, the crycifisionis yonce yd for } t historic tc—;:, ent.d hey don t ynderst nd
the dlffere“hce et, een the gre ; heroes of history pd the" j ing esus Christ,4 he
ody pierced “esus of the cross is 11, e. Do you thin, he does not fee' the p jn oﬁ the
suffering? Do you thin, he does not suffery, hen 1nnocent chi dren of God ge  i'ed in
y ortions or%, ys? Do “you thin  he he gs, Our pr yers ut doesn t he g their ¢ry? S& e
thin the inc gn gionY, g &oncé qnd for h1st0r1c % § €nt,d heinc gn gion is not
Q ei‘ either.t continyes tod y ndthis ody ypd ‘o0od of Christy, hichy, e rece;, e
tod ¥ enters our historic } conteést pnd" q esus. ecd esp ytof us ypd ch ¥ enges us
toy - y  his presence feé't. Beho d. the % of God h q, ed into the neigh orhood.
"1*'“ the neigh orhood ch nge na, ? ’

Before you ns, er. consider the jrp yes. e chose this do* § ec wse ith d the

¥ ost, bue not ec wseity, gthee giesty, ytofy. _echoose toy, 'e ¢ e esus to
ch pge our neigh orhood ec wse the gre gest incre ge'In our person tproperty\, kues
is risingy, ith A% . And th £ is Good Ng, sf
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